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Dear Karoosters, 

  

Since our last newsletter, there have been a few additions to the programme. Nick 

Norman , author of Geological Journeys of SA, will be making his Booktown 

Richmond debut at the J.M Coetzee & Athol Fugard Festivals. This is the man who 

has made rocks sexy in SA. Make sure not to miss this one. 

 

Retired professor of Drama at UKZN, Pieter Scholtz , will also be making the 

journey to the Karoo; Pieter will present two sessions. The first will be based on 

readings from one or two recent publications of short story collections. His most 

recent collection, “Jacob’s Smile” was published a few months ago. The title story, 

“Jacob’s Smile” won an award in the Anglo Platinum Short story competition a few 



years ago. Pieter subsequently decided to write a collection of stories based on the 

central character, Johannes Mkhize, whom he knew well and with whom he shared 

some memorable moments. The stories reflect South African society during the 

apartheid era. The second collection was published last year. It is entitled “Tales 

From the Graveyard” and is about the ghostly inhabitants of a small cemetery in 

France. 

  

Pieter’s second session will be based on his collection of haiku poems with 

illustrations. It is entitled “Haiku for Rapunzel” It was inspired by a magical water-

tower in France where he spent many months during the past eleven years, writing 

and ruminating. The tower was named “le chateau d’eau” by the locals. His own 

name for it was “Rapunzel’s Tower  

  

Andre Kruger,  author of Die twee lewens van Dieter Ondracek, the runner-up for 

the UJ Literary Prize in 2013 has  been enlisted to bolster the J.M. Coetzee side of 

our programme. We look forward to hearing more about this book that has 

received good reviews in the Afrikaans literary world. 

On the Fugard side, the man known as the Elvis of the Namaqualand, a man 

whose gyrations have earned him the nickname Akkedissie, will be heading to 

Richmond. Boeta Gammie, the spietkop from Calvinia, the man known as the Elvis 

of the Karoo will rock Richmond like never before. 

  

And just to remind you what everyone else will be speaking on… 

  

For the JM Coetzee side of things, at which we celebrate all SA’s Nobel Laureates 

in one foul swoop, we have Luli Callinicos  who will present two talks around her 

two books : one based on her biography of Oliver Tambo; the other on The World 

that Made Mandela. 

  

Well known TV personality Patricia Glynn  will be coming to Richmond for the first 

time to speak on a well known name in the Northern Cape: Dawid Kruiper. We will 

be holding thumbs for Patricia. Her book, What Dawid Knew: A Journey with the 

Kruipers, published by Pan Macmillan, has just made it to the longlist for the Paton 

Prize. On the 17th of May, she will know whether she has made the shortlist for the 

most prestigious non-fiction prize in SA. Good luck Patricia 

  

Judge Chris Nicholson  returns to Richmond in a buoyant mood. Last year he 

published his debut novel One Hand Washes the Other. Now he comes to 



Richmond to launch his debut collection of short stories No Sacred Cows. Chris 

Nicholson possesses one of the most singular voices in South African literature. 

He is one of those rare individuals who is equally adept in the genres of non- 

fiction… as well as fiction. This, his debut anthology of short stories, documents 

the wide ranging influences in his work, ranging from Greek Mythology to Law, 

from cricket to golf, from the injustices of apartheid to its hilarious consequences. 

But above all his short stories reveal a man who is a master of timing, who 

possesses that Herman Charles Bosman-esque quality of introducing those pipe- 

tapping interludes at just the right moment. 

  

Trevor Webster  is a name I did not know before this festival. But when I got news 

that Trevor had written a book on Healdtown, a hitherto neglected town and school 

that played a seminal role in the life of Nelson Mandela, I knew I had to have him in 

Richmond. This promises to be one of the highlights of the festival. 

  

Professor Pitika Ntuli  makes his Booktown Richmond debut after some 

persuasion from Peter Baker for the last 3 years. Of course, I would like to think it 

was my charm that got him to Richmond after we met at UKZN last year! Pitika 

Ntuli is a sculptor, poet, writer, and academic. His words will give you goose 

bumps. His sculptures will leave you with a sense of awe.  Last year, Professor 

Pitika Ntuli, was awarded the 2013 Lifetime Achievement Award for Visual Art by 

the Arts & Culture Trust (ACT), with the support of the Vodacom Foundation. We 

are hoping Pitika will talk on his recent book Scent of Invisible Footsteps – The 

Sculptures of Pitika Ntuli, published by Unisa Press last year. The good Professor 

will be hosting an exhibition of some of his sculptures at the Thirty Three Loop 

Street Gallery in conjunction with Harrie Siertsema / MAP Gallery; this will be a 

great Off Broadway sidetrack! And as another bonus, he will read some of his 

poems that are a tribute to Nelson Mandela. 

  

On the JM Coetzee side of things, Marianne de Jongh  will speak on the book 

everyone is dying to know more about – Coetzee’s most recent novel The 

Childhood of Jesus. Darryl David  will be presenting a talk on The Epistolary 

Impulse in J.M Coetzee, which is just a fancy term to say I will be looking at the 

theme of letter writing in the oeuvre of Coetzee. Karen Jennings  will also present 

a talk on Coetzee’s novel Slowman. Karen in fact did her thesis on Coetzee so we 

look forward to some new insights into this oft-spoken-about-seldom-read novel! 

Karen will also present a talk on her latest novel Finding Soutbek, which was one 

of three books shortlisted for the in inaugural Etisalat Prize for Literature. 



 

  

If you live in Pietermaritzburg/ Howick surrounds, the name Robert Ian Caldwell  is 

synonymous with wit and humour. But on the Coetzee side of the festival, this 

medical doctor will attempt to be serious as he presents a talk on a truly riveting 

book: Rosalind Franklin - The Dark Lady of DNA. Now I know I always brag about 

the fact that ‘if there’s magic out there’ we at Booktown Richmond will find it. And 

this talk, I am proud to brag, fits the bill. It is a story of a woman who was 

airbrushed out of the greatest discovery in medical history of the twentieth century. 

If he has time, Robert has promised he will also talk on the latest biography of 

Marie Curie. 

  

Sarah Britten  brings a bit of mischief to Booktown Richmond. Sarah is a collector 

of INSULTS. South African Insults. We have not even coined a term for such a 

collector. But I thought it astute to get her on our side at Booktown Richmond lest 

we be included in any upcoming books on South African insults. And in another 

first, Sarah will add to our collection of mural art by painting a small mural with 

LIPSTICK!!! What’s next – a woman artist painting a mural with her breast!!! (This 

last comment should be interpreted as an invitation!!!!!!!!) 

  

Now on the Athol Fugard  side of the coin we have some wonderful additions to 

the programme. 

To kick matters off, we will screen the documentary Falls the Shadow : The Life 

and Times of Athol Fugard by award winning director Tony Palmer . 

  

Chris Nicholson  takes to the stage in what he has billed as the World Premiere of 

his one man show : Chris Nicholson Un-wired! This promises to be a laugh a 

minute show by one of SA’s greatest raconteurs 

  

Robert Ian Caldwell  and Jeff Judge  (see how seamlessly I integrate Chris 

Nicholson and Mr Judge!) will be performing their new show Peri-Green- ous! 

Robert and Jeff have performed at amongst others, Grahamstown, Edinburgh and 

London. Judge, meanwhile, was born in England’s Lake District and settled as a 

professional musician in Johannesburg in 1975, playing with The Supremes on 

their South African tour. 

  



  

 

Thomie Holtzhausen  of It’s Taboo Productions will be performing in a beautiful 

show called Georgy Porgy, based on the story with the same title by Roahl Dahl. It 

has however been wickedly adapted and is now set in a South African context. 

Georgy Porgy heralds the history of George, whose childhood and especially his 

memories and experiences of his rather "liberal" mother have made George 

exactly who he is today...a platteland vicar in a small female dominated parish in 

the Karoo...  
  

  

After a successful run at the Grahamstown Arts Festival where it was described as "highly 
entertaining and brilliant acting" by the Cue Festival Newspaper critics, the play moved to 
Durban. Well known theatre critic Caroline Smart regarded Holtzhausen’s performance as 
"delightful and highly entertaining”. 
 
Thomie  will also be putting on her director’s hat for another show, Dear Mrs Steyn. The 

play was originally created by Wilna Snyman and Deon Opperman, based on the letters 



 

written by Emily Hobhouse to Rachel Isabella Steyn, wife of President M.T Steyn, during 
the Anglo-Boer War. The highly acclaimed actress Alison Cassels  will make her way to 

Booktown Richmond to play Emily Hobhouse.  
   

  

 

Lastly, it is with great excitement we can say that one of Fugard’s most famous plays, My 
Children, My Africa will be headlining the Fugard Festival. It will be directed by the 
University of the Free State’s Angelo Mockie . It is directed by the University of the Free 

State’s Angelo Mockie, and features some of the best acting talents from Kovsies. 
  
Since our last newsletter, Booktown Richmond suffered a setback. Daniel ….., chef and 
driving force behind The Blue Lantern Restaurant, passed away tragically. Daniel was the 
hardest working restaurateur I have ever seen. A man who was at work 365 days a year, 
even when the town was dead quiet. Although our interactions were liberally laced with the 
letters F & B (from Daniels side I must hasten to add), I was very fond of the man. And his 
chicken wings in blue cheese sauce.  was without doubt the best in all of SA. And I am not 
saying this because I feel the need to say good things about him now that he is no more. 
May light perpetual shine on him, may he rest in peace. 
  
Remember the dates again May 22,23,24, 2014. We look forward to seeing you all again in 
the dorp. Don’t forget to book your accommodation as soon as you can and if you have 
any questions or suggestions please call Darryl (081-391-8689) or Peter (011-447-2517). 
  
Best regards to all…… 
  
  
D&P 

   



 

 



  

 

 

 


